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Canterbury Tales

Geoffrey Chaucer 

WHAN that Aprille with his shoures soote  
The droghte of Marche hath perced to the roote, 
And bathed every veyne in swich licour, 
Of which vertu engendred is the flour; 

...



Wade into 
the Surf





The Jabberwocky

Lewis Carroll 

'Twas brillig, and the slithy toves  
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe; 
All mimsy were the borogoves, 
And the mome raths outgrabe. 

...



Break Things

• Model of reality 

• Sentences 

• Syntax 

• Semantics

• Words 

• Inflection 

• Spelling 

• Characters



The Common Cormorant
Christopher Isherwood 

The common cormorant (or shag) 
Lays eggs inside a paper bag, 
You follow the idea, no doubt? 
It's to keep the lightning out. 

But what these unobservant birds  
Have never thought of, is that herds  
Of wandering bears might come with buns  
And steal the bags to hold the crumbs.



? ? ? C O M P U T E R S ? ? ?



...it is wrong to think of human 
use of language as 
characteristically informative, in 
fact or in intention. 
-- Noam Chomsky 

mousereeve.com/resume
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...flask is flask to flask of flask 
flask of flask as flaskically 
flaskive, in flask or in flask. 
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Markov Chains & N-Grams
Dogs eat turnips and snails. 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Markov Chains & N-Grams
Blagay's bilberry (Cirautia pinalpina) 

Mountain september goldfields (Monis bellysis) 

Toothed choking deadnettle (Pyrula nostris) 

Green archaic monkshood (Solchina trostricarvensi) 

mousereeve.com/flora

http://mousereeve.com/flora








The great antshrike 
(Taraba major) makes us 
feel unworthy of Gods glory 
due to our past actions. 

@bird_facts_bot



Part of Speech Tagging
• Identifying what grammatical function a word serves in context 

"And now for something completely different." 

[('And', 'CC'), ('now', 'RB'), ('for', 'IN'), 
('something', 'NN'), ('completely', 'RB'), 
('different', 'JJ')] 

• "Penn Treebank" tags 

• Python NLTK   nltk.org/book/ch05.html 

• Pattern               clips.ua.ac.be/pages/pattern-en

http://nltk.org/book/ch05.html
http://clips.ua.ac.be/pages/pattern-en
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Part of Speech Tagging
[('And', 'CC'), ('now', 'RB'), ('for', 'IN'), 
('something', 'NN'), ('completely', 'RB'), 
('different', 'JJ'), ('.', '.')] 

Penn Treebank 

• CC: Coordinated Conjunction 

• RB: Adverb 

• IN: Preposition or subordinating conjunction 

• NN: Noun, singular 

• JJ: Adjective



Part of Speech Tagging
Wikipedia on Chocolate Chip Cookies: 

"Every bag of Nestlé chocolate chips sold in 
North America has a variation (butter vs. 
margarine is now a stated option) of her 
original recipe printed on the back." 

@brand_new_facts
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"A follower believes Satan to be a 
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contacted or supplicated to."
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                      believes Satan to be a 
supernatural being or force that may be 
contacted or supplicated to."

"Every bag of Nestlé chocolate chips 



Part of Speech Tagging



Inflection
• Inflection: Variations a word to convey its 

grammatical function 

• Conjugation: Variations of a verb based on tense, 
mood, number, et cetera 

I am        She is        I was        They are 

• Declension: Variations of a noun based on 
pronoun, number, gender, case, et cetera 

one cat        12 cats        she         her



Inflection

• Pattern (clips.ua.ac.be/pages/pattern-en)

http://clips.ua.ac.be/pages/pattern-en


Lemmatization
• Getting the dictionary form of a word 



N+7
"Call me 
islander. Some 
yeggs ago.." 

• Wordnik API 
(wordnik.com)

https://www.wordnik.com


The Antiquated Omi
Hemmingway: 

He was an old man who fished alone in a skiff in 
the Gulf Stream and he had gone eighty-four days 
now without taking a fish. 
 
My forthcoming novel: 
 
He existed an ancient mankind who caught alone 
in a skiff in the Abyss Course and he possessed 
gone eighty-four ages now without taking a Pisces 

 
antiquatedomi.com

as well as the Marine

http://antiquatedomi.com


Probably More Stuff Too
• Tracery (github.com/

galaxykate/tracery) 

• Machine Learning 

• Tensorflow 

• Entity and sentiment 
analysis 

• Etymology 

• Language change 

• Contact languages 

• Asemic writing 

• ?????

https://github.com/galaxykate/tracery
https://github.com/galaxykate/tracery
https://github.com/galaxykate/tracery


Y A Y !


